
 
“This office belongs to the citizens of the 35th district.” 

State Senator Michelle A. McManus 
 
 
McManus: Tough economic times mean sacrifices for everyone 
The latest Consensus Revenue Estimating Conference figures were released on Friday, and Michigan is facing a budget 
shortfall of $1.3 billion for 2009 and a shortfall of $1.7 billion for 2010. Our economic outlook continues to be grim, and 
it’s likely to get worse before it gets better. Everyone is making sacrifices during these challenging times, and state 
government can be no different. With less and less coming into state coffers, no one can be held harmless. As budget 
negotiations continue, I will be fighting to make sure the dollars we have are being spent as efficiently as possible and 
standing up against any effort to dip into the pockets of our residents with more taxes to overcome the budget shortfalls.  
 
 
Senate puts ‘shot clock’ on campaign finance investigations 
The secretary of state would have 60 days to act on allegations of campaign finance violations under legislation I 
sponsored that was overwhelmingly approved by the state Senate on Tuesday. This commonsense bill ensures all 
campaign finance violations are brought to justice in a timely manner so bad actors can’t interfere with the process. Tough 
and timely enforcement of our campaign finance laws gives voters the facts they need at the ballot box and helps protect 
the integrity of our elections. In addition to imposing the 60-day “shot clock”, Senate Bill 113 increases the fine for an 
improper contribution or expenditure to triple the amount of that contribution or expenditure plus a maximum of $1,000. 
It also requires the secretary of state to post any filed campaign finance complaint, response, and rebuttal regarding the 
complaint on the department’s official Web site and to post online whether or not there may be reason to believe that a 
violation has occurred no later than 60 business days upon receipt of a rebuttal statement. 
 
 
Senate approves legislation to address Michigan home foreclosures 
The Senate on Tuesday unanimously approved legislation to help save more homes in Michigan from foreclosure by 
encouraging greater communication between lenders and homeowners. Michigan has one of the highest foreclosure rates 
in the nation. This package will help residents who want to stay in their homes and are willing to take appropriate steps to 
do so. House Bills 4453 through 4455 revise Michigan’s “foreclosure by advertisement” process. Under the legislation, 
the lending institution that holds the home mortgage in question would be required to send a written notice to borrowers 
before foreclosing on a principal residence.  If a homeowner decides to work with the lender, the two parties will have 90 
days to participate in “pre-foreclosure” meetings and develop an agreeable solution. The measures now go to the 
governor. 
 
 
Contact Me 
My door is always open. Please do not hesitate to contact me regarding state issues. You can reach my Lansing office by 
phone at: 517-373-1725; toll free at 866-305-2135, or contact my Cadillac District Office at 231-775-8599.  If you 
received this as a forwarded message and would like to receive future legislative updates via e-mail, you can sign up at 
my website: www.senatormichellemcmanus.com.  


